
Fraternity Life 
The College Fraternity experience offers 
endless opportunities for your 
undergraduate years and beyond.  Many 
successful leaders in business, politics, 
education, and entertainment developed 
their skills in the Greek Community.  
Fraternity members come together from 
all walks of life with a common goal:  To 
achieve excellence in every aspect of life. 
 
In 1909, eight sophomores at the College 
of the City of New York pledged 
themselves in a bond of fellowship.  Thus 
Sigma Alpha Mu was born.  The passing 
years have witnessed much as over 53,000 
men have earned the right to wear the 
distinctive octagonal badge.  Sigma Alpha 
Mu grows ever stronger and looks ahead. 
 
The camaraderie gained will last a 
lifetime.  ΣΑΜ seeks to attract those of 
vision and character.  Such young men 
will grow as individuals, mature, and learn 
from their fraternity experience that which 
universities are unequipped to teach, 
namely to get along with others in a 
complex society .  In the process, these 
men will mold the future of the Fraternity 

and carry its ideals and objectives on to 
the next generation. 
 
 
 
Academics 
We are proud of Sigma Alpha Mu’s 
scholarship record.  Sammy has ranked 
near the top of all national fraternities in 
academic achievement.  Currently over 
$90,000 in scholarships are given away 
annually to our student members who 
demonstrate need and merit.  When one 
experiences scholastic difficulty,  ΣΑΜ 
and its members try to help.  Only in a 
fraternity can one find fellow students and 
an entire organization so interested in the 
welfare of the individual. 
 
Serving the Community 
Community service and philanthropic 
fund raising are integral parts of the Sigma 
Alpha Mu experience.  Our National 
philanthropic programs have raised funds 
to combat Pediatric AIDS and heart 
disease.  Each chapter constructs and 
performs its own philanthropic events to 
benefit worthwhile causes.  In addition, 
members participate in activities such as 
University and community cleanups, 

feeding the homeless, and tutoring 
elementary school students. 
 
Leadership 
The opportunity for leadership 
development is one of the greatest assets 
of membership in Sigma Alpha Mu .  
Hands-on experience as a chapter officer, 
committee chairman or active member 
allows you to develop skills which will 
benefit you throughout your college 
career, as well as in your professional 
endeavors. 
 
In ΣΑΜ you will learn by doing.  You will 
learn to manage a budget, run effective 
meetings, speak in public and motivate 
others.  These skills will help you in 
college and throughout your life.  
Remember, it takes more than just a 
degree to get an education! 
 
Friendship 
Sigma Alpha Mu is built on friendship, a 
spirit of brotherhood and fellowship.  
Sharing each other’s experiences and 
growing together.  Once you graduate 
your memories of specific classes and 
exams may fade, but the friendships you 



make in Sammy will remain vivid for a 
lifetime. 
 
Sigma Alpha Mu 
Sigma Alpha Mu can play an important 
part in making your college experience 
positive, fulfilling, and rewarding.  ΣΑΜ 
nurtures individuality while providing 
greater opportunities for friendship, 
education, service, and leadership.  Sigma 
Alpha Mu is continuity.  It’s valuable 
traditions carried forward.  It’s a home 
away from home and a center for your 
college activities.  It creates friendships 
and nurtures ideals that will last your 
whole life. 
 
Sigma Alpha Mu is an international 
fraternity with chapters spread across 
North America.  Its members share certain 
common ideals.  The Sigma Alpha Mu 
experience expands knowledge, offers the 
experience of service, and brings out one’s 
best.  With knowledge comes 
understanding.  And with service to self 
and one’s fellows, there is developed a 
unique sense of usefulness that enriches 
all of life. 
 
 

This I Believe 
I BELIEVE the college fraternity was not foisted upon 
our schools but evolved to satisfy a natural social need. 
I BELIEVE that man wants the intimate companionship 
of certain of his fellow men who have similar standards, 
ideals and aspirations. 
I BELIEVE that college men working together in 
common cause can help to bring out in one another the 
best that within them lies. 
I BELIEVE that the chapter is the ideal laboratory 
where men learn to assay what gold they have, to discard 
the slag, and discover how best to use the finished 
product. 
I BELIEVE that the college fraternity is the best of all 
places to make friends at the best of all times. 
I BELIEVE a man joins a fraternity for life and not just 
for college years; and while specific obligations may 
change with graduation, reciprocal responsibility 
continues to exist. 
Finally, I BELIEVE that many an alumnus is giving 
himself to his community because years ago he learned 
to give himself to his fraternity, and the objective then 
was to prepare him for larger usefulness to his 
environment—not for larger usefulness to his fraternity. 
I submit that, if these be our beliefs, we may be proud of 
what the college fraternity is, and prouder still of what it 
is going to be. 
 
     
            JAMES C. HAMMERSTEIN 
                            Executive Secretary 1934-62 
 
 
 
For further information about Sigma Alpha Mu 
Fraternity, you may contact the Executive Office at  
(317) 846-0600, email Samhq@sam.org or write to: 
Sigma Alpha Mu Fraternity, 9245 N. Meridian St.,  
Suite 105, Indianapolis, IN  46260 
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